BIG 8
CONFERENCE

Meeting Minutes – October 7, 2010
 Sacramento City College

1.
The meeting was called to order by Big 8 Conference President Mitch Campbell at 9:30 a.m.

2.
All in attendance introduced themselves.  Attending and representing ARC:  Jean Snuggs, Paul Arellanes and J. R. Matsunami; CRC: Liz Belyea and Jeanne Calamar; DVC:  Christine Worsley; Folsom Lake:  Ron Richardson; Modesto:  Bill Kaiser; SCC:  Mitch Campbell and Robert Maglione; SJDC: Mary Ann Paz, Gary Scott and Mike Maroney; SRJC:  Jim Forkum, Ron Myers and Lacey Campbell; Sierra:  John Volek, Scott Decker and Darci Brownell; COA Exec.  Director, Carlyle Carter; and Big 8 Commissioner, Mike Liddell.
3. Minutes from March 10, 2010, were approved as presented.
4. Additional agenda items requested were:  Discussion of Facebook/Web pages, Management Council and SB 1440.  
5. Upcoming meetings were announced for 2010-11:

a. CCCAA Fall Conference – Irvine, October 26-29, 2010, Hyatt Regency

b. Big 8 Presidents/Deans Meeting, December 2, 2010, CRC, 9:30 a.m.

c. Big 8 Spring Assembly – March 3, 2011, SCC, 9 a.m. *
d. COA/CCCAA Annual Convention, March 29-April 1, 2011, Marriott, San Mateo

e. Athletic Directors Conference, May 30-31, June 1, Lake Tahoe

f. NATYCAA – June 16-19, Orlando, FL

g. Big 8 Presidents/Deans Spring Meeting, June 2011, (date to be discussed at Dec. 2 meeting)
· A discussion regarding the site for the Assembly meetings was held.  

· Action:  MSC to have these meetings at the site of the Big 8 president rather than going in alphabetical order.

6. Form 5 Ed Plan Proposal:  Mitch Campbell passed out the revised proposed Form 5; discussion followed concerning the fall date, Oct. 15, and whether student’s would have availability to counseling early in a semester to aid in completion of the Plan, and how best to support the Big 8 president’s request to 
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have this Ed Plan added to the Big 8 constitution.  Action:  It was MSC to accept the proposed Ed Plan.  This subject will be discussed further at the Presidents/Deans meeting in December 2010.

7. Presidents’ Constitutional Amendment – The Big 8 presidents want to be able to vote for changes in the constitution.  This cannot occur under the current constitution; there would need to be an amendment to the constitution under 7.1 to grant presidents this authority.  The commissioner will contact the presidents regarding this issue and let them know this will be a topic for discussion at the December 2010 meeting.
8. Women’s Golf Cart Supplement Change – Article 2, Section 3.D needs to be rewritten.  It is inaccurate that the commissioner has the authority to grant the use of a golf cart for a disability.  When a student has a disability and requests a waiver of the constitution, they must file a Form 4C, Request for Appeal/Disability with the conference commissioner/COA/Disabilities Appeal Board.  The commissioner will assist the sport administrative rep with new verbiage for the women’s golf supplement to be presented next spring.   

9. Sport Chair Representatives (Changes) – The sport chair changes were provided for cross country (Demitrius Snaer, Modesto), soccer (Jason Gantt, Sierra) and volleyball (Vera Nelson, Sierra).
10. Academic Scholar Nominations – The academic scholar committee selected SRJC men’s swimming team to be the Pepsi Scholar Team nomination.  Female nominee is Emilie Moeoski, volleyball/SCC; male nominee is Giovanni Rios, baseball/Sierra.
11. Commissioner Evaluation – Gary Scott gave a brief account of the process that was used for this evaluation; the overall evaluation was positive.  He had copies for those in attendance who did not receive a copy at the June meeting.

12. Facebook/Website Discussion – Carlyle Carter spoke to this issue saying that Bylaw 2.12 is outdated and does not address social networking; the COA Constitution Committee/Management Council will be reviewing this matter and will make recommendations soon on how community colleges should proceed.  Currently the official college information must be contained within the individual college’s website.  Colleges are encouraged to have their staff take down Facebook/Athletic promotion until this is resolved.  It was suggested that thoughts and ideas be given to Jim Forkum to take to the Management Council.
13. Cal Pass – Carlyle Carter spoke to this new technology which will assist campuses with an academic performance baseline for athletes to help evaluate how the student athletes are doing since it addresses retention and transferability information for at risk students.  It helps to determine the success rates of transfer 
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students.  Due to this future study to be conducted by the COA, the proposed Big 8 athletic research project has been tabled for the time being.  
14. SB 1440 – This new legislation may have a negative impact on physical education programs as it addresses the number of community college transfer units to a 4 year college; P.E. classes may not count as transfer units.  
15. Spring Sport Supplements – 

Baseball – Action: MSC

Swimming/Diving – Action: MSC *
Golf, M – Action: MSC

Softball – Action: MSC

Tennis – Approved with dates TBD; Action: MSC
Track/Field – Action: MSC

Basketball – Action:  MSC   Discussion regarding play on Saturdays followed.  It was agreed that the hosting college can have the option to play a game on Saturday rather than Friday if both the hosting and visiting college personnel agree to this change.  SRJC would like to see this change made official for future conference action.
*It was mentioned that supplement changes should only occur in Article 2, not in Article 1.  On the final supplement copy the date of approval should appear on the bottom of page 1.

16.
Financial Report – Action: MSC
17.
Decorum Report – Accepted
18.
Appeals/Eligibility Report – Accepted
19.
Allegations – No allegations reported.
20. Hosting Report – Accepted.
21. Big 8 Presidents Retire – There will be four presidential retirements/changes in 2010/11 within the Big 8—Judy Walters - DVC, Raul Rodriquez - SJDC, Leo Chavez, - Sierra and Robert Agrella - SRJC.

22. Website/Web Master – The commissioner has hired a new webmaster/ statistician to develop a new Big 8 Conference website.  The website is currently under construction; there have been many problems that need to be resolved with creating a new site.  The new webmaster, Dave Silverstein, davidmsi@gmail.com , 530-521-7558, is knowledgeable in this area but will need the assistance of all Big 8 ADs/coaches to provide weekly information.  The website can be accessed at Big Eight Conference.com.  TO QUICKLY REACH THE SITE, HIT “ENTER” 
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ON YOUR KEYBOARD.  IF YOU TRY TO ACCESS THE SITE THROUGH GOOGLE/YAHOO, IT WILL TAKE YOU TO MANY OTHER BIG EIGHT SITES THAT ARE NOT RELEVANT.
23. Conference Calls – It was suggested that everyone make use of conference calls to conduct business and save on travel.  
24. On-line Testing – It was suggested the tests should be more user friendly.

25. Redlining Officials – Officials cannot be redlined in the conference.

26. Research – Athletes/Colleges – This proposed project is currently on hold due to the Cal Pass project.
27. Liability Insurance – The Big 8 has a new insurance carrier and a reduced rate for 2010/11 and no deductible.
28. Official’s Contracts – There have been no increases granted for 2010/11.

29. Umpires Dressing Rooms – It has been requested by the umpires association that a dressing room be provided away from all the game activity before and after contests for security reasons.

30. NATYCAA – John Volek encouraged participation at the convention in FL on June 16-19, 2011.  Let him know what topics you would like to have addressed at this convention.  

31. Swimming/Diving Squad Split – This topic was tabled for future discussion.
32. Unattached Form 3 Competitors – The commissioner gave a thorough explanation of past investigations and why he ruled a certain way.
33. Banners/Plaques – Banners for the fall sports were made available.  The commissioner will deliver the fall plaques.
34. Big 8 Constitution Report – It was suggested that all Big 8 colleges use the same format/paper for All Conference Certificates so that there is uniformity for all recipients.  The commissioner will take on the responsibility to develop a template for all colleges to use.  At the December meeting we will vote on the Big 8 Scholar Athlete Finalists award to be used.  It was suggested that the commissioner should send out an “important date list”, a list of State and Big 8 important dates to remember.  It was discussed that the Big 8 should nominate students, coaches, administrators for the COA Hall of Fame.  These would be due mid October of each year.
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35. Gender Equity – Jean Snuggs reviewed the statement of compliance of Title IX Gender Equity and the Form R4.
36. Management Council – Currently there are three Big 8 athletic personnel on the State Management Council:  Jim Forkum is VP and represents wrestling; Jeanne Calamar represents softball and Mitch Campbell represents tennis.  Applications to serve on the council should be submitted to Newton Chelette at Antelope College.  This council is discussing endangered sports, wrestling and W golf, and what can be done to keep these sports active.  Reconferencing is still on the table for discussion and action; also discussion is occurring to establish a code of ethics for ADs to provide a minimal level of professionalism.  If you have suggested topics for workshops and discussion at the fall and spring conference, please let Jim Forkum know.  

37. Program Review Schedule – The schedule for 2011-2012 was presented.

The meeting was adjourned.

